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The Summer 2018 college credit course will focus on the art of preparing an early modern dramatic text for 

performance; specifically, the course will delve into one of the theatre industry's most poorly-kept dirty little secrets: the 
fact that (unless explicitly stated otherwise) every production of a Shakespeare play (or a Marlowe play, or a Jonson 

play) has been cut for performance.  
 

The why is clear: length, primarily (an uncut Hamlet would run over 4 hours long). The how, however, can appear 
daunting on first glance. This course aims to combine the text and performance training from camp rehearsals and 

workshops with additional, focused discussions, demonstrations, and practice to give participants a well-rounded view 
of the practice itself as well as the confidence and knowledge needed to develop their own unique styles of text 

preparation. 
 

Core Components 
 

For All Campers 
 
Performance Training: includes daily movement 
training (taught by camp staff) and regular Voice 
classes (taught by ASC actors with professional voice 
training). Campers also attend workshops on music, 
stage combat, clowning, and other topics (depending 
on instructor availability).  
 
Text Training:  our methods focus on equipping our 
campers with the tools necessary to engage fully with 
Shakespeare’s plots, characters, and language, 
including the properties of his verse, the patterns of 
his rhetoric, and the structural interplay between his 
actors and his audiences.  
 

Rehearsals: over the course of each three-week 
session, campers spend nearly 70 hours in rehearsal 
on two different productions (roughly 48 hours 
rehearsing their main show and an additional 20 
hours rehearsing the Mid-Session Showcase).  
 
Lectures and Classes: All campers attend lectures 
given by actors, scholars, and professors. Lectures 
range in topic and cover areas like musical 
dramaturgy, textual culture in the early modern 
period, Shakespeare’s theatres, source study of the 
plays, design technique and theory, and Elizabethan 
and Jacobean history. 

For Course Participants Only 
 

Class Meetings: Enrolled students meet several 
times per week during camp for instructor-led, 
seminar-style discussions about course topics and 
assignments. 
 
In-Camp Assignments: Enrolled and auditing 
students will be asked to complete some extra 
assignments and readings during camp, including a 
process journal.  

Post-Camp Final Project: In order to receive credit, 
all enrolled students will complete a final project 
after the session ends. 
 
Evaluation: Including regular feedback from the 
course instructor, written evaluation of the final 
project, and a written evaluation from their 
Director.  
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Cost: The college credit program is a 3-credit course that requires an additional tuition fee paid directly to 
Mary Baldwin University. Financial Aid cannot be used for College Credit tuition. MBU gives ASCTC campers a 
reduced tuition rate every year; the 2018 tuition rate is $395 per credit hour for a total fee of $1185. Please 
contact Lia Wallace to complete your enrollment and for payment processing. 
 
Assignments: 
 

1. Process Journal of notes and reflections from rehearsals, workshops, lectures, and performances (to 
be collected once a week). 

2. Readings assigned by the instructor each week. 
3. Text Assignments to be completed by drawing on the information from readings and class discussions. 

Over the course of the session, students will prepare three increasingly complicated pieces of text for 
performance – a monologue, a dialogue, and a short scene.  

4. Final Project due after the session ends. Students will prepare a script (in part or in whole) for 
performance using the principles learned during the course. 

 
Grading and Evaluation: 
Show rehearsals and director evaluation: 20% 
Final project: 20% 
Participation (discussions and assignments): 50% 
Process Journal: 10% 

 


